[Infection a dreaded central venous catheter-related complication. A reminder of the significance of good aseptics is justified].
The use of central venous catheters has increased markedly. Large numbers of patients are therefore at risk for catheter-related infections. This paper reviews the literature on prevention of intravascular catheter-related complications. Microbes colonising the catheter hubs and the skin around the insertion site are the source of most of these infections. By simple routines it is possible to reduce the risk for microbial spread from these sites to the bloodstream.